Nanocyperion communities (s.l.) are considered here as "warp-and-woof" communities;the Nanocyperion components are described separately as synusiae. On 
INTRODUCTION
In The Netherlands the Nanocyperion has been studied by Diemont et al. (1940) . Since The communitiesare found at the margins of lakes and ponds, on sand banks in rivulets, in dune valleys, in ditches in moist arable fields. They also occur in situations with a rather high level of "disturbance" such as drinking places of cattle, car tracks, paths, and grazed parts of salt-marshes. They belong to the "warp-and-woof communities" sensu Tuxen & Lohmeyer 1962; in such com- Life form and life strategy systems are meant to reflect certain adaptations to the habitat of the plants (e.g., Raunkiaer 1904 , 1934 ,Iversen 1936 , MacArthur& Wilson 1967 , Grime 1979 Barkman (1973) .
In the well-known system of Raunkiaer (1904 Raunkiaer ( , 1934 life forms are distinguished mainly on the place of the meristematic tissues relative to the soil surface (Whittaker 1962) . In this system, most of the Nanocyperion species are Therophytes, while the biennials belong to the Hemicryptophytes. In the r-K continuum of Mac Arthur & Wilson (1967) , the hapaxanthous species all more or less have an r-strategy (emphasis on reproduction); an assessment of the reproductive effort per time unit might be worthwhile, but this has not yet been done. In the system of Grime (1974 Grime ( , 1979 they all belong to the stress-tolerant ruderals.
I prefer to use a refined subdivision of the hapaxanths made by Bakker (1966) , which is based mainly on shortest life span, stage of development during winter, occurrence of seed dormancy, and vernalisation requirements. The last two characteristics are not known for all species involved and winter annuals s.l.
hardly occur in the communities studied here.
Bryophytes are not easily accomodated in any life form system presented so far. In most systems they all fall into one or two categories. In the Raunkiaer system as elaborated by Ellenberg & Müller-Dombois( 1967) for example, the bryophytes are divided into bryo-therophytes and bryo-chamaephytes. Recently During (1979) tried to distinguish some categories of bryophyte life strategies based on the colonizing species groups of the Lauwerszee area in The Netherlands (Joenje & During 1977 ).
This system (table 2) comprises the categories fugitives (F). colonists (C), annual shuttle species (Ab), short-lived shuttle species (Sb), long-lived shuttle species (L), and perennials (Pb). of 1966, 1967, 1968, 1975, and 1976 (During 1973) and literature data (e.g., Philippi 1968 , Pietsch 1973 , it was decided which species belong to the Nanocyperion synusiae. (1967) in the bryo-chamaephytes, since the plants remain green and alive throughout the resting season. In the system of During (1979) , the category of the colonists .+p R a n u n c u l u s r e p e n s Table 6 . Life strategy spectra of the bryophytes in the communities, based on all bryophyte species. (During 1979 
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